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PROGRAMA 

 

ABSTRACT: 

 

The aim of this Postgraduate Seminar is to introduce a new theoretical approach to help students 

understand the human being not as an “individual” but as a desiring, interactional creature. The 

theory consists of insights of psychoanalysis (Freud, Lacan, Irigaray, Christopher Bollas, Klein, 

Winnicott), and philosophy (Derrida, Lacan, Merleau-Ponty). This human development starts 

from the earliest parent-child relationships. Many contemporary Irish fiction writers focus on 

these vital interactions between mother and child, revealing different psychological types of 

mothers. In this course we will first look how a person is constituted, in conscious and 

unconscious, private and public aspects; second we distinguish between psychotic, perverse and 

neurotic mothers; third we see how motivation and resilience work. 

http://www.kuleuven.be/wieiswie/en/person/00010226


JUSTIFICATION: 

 

The overall theme is parent-child relations. First of all it is a topic of global relevance, so students 

can think critically about the different aspects that constitute a person (such as transgenerational 

material, childhood objects, development of an inner self). Second the selected texts will allow us 

to study the impact of certain institutions on family life, and how political systems form people’s 

emotions. The fact that there are two different political systems in Ireland (North and South) 

could help to highlight the importance of (patriarchal) mentality on the protagonists. Third, the 

formal aspect will be scrutinized, as the layeredness of literary style is the perfect medium to 

illustrate the complexity of human interactions. 

Choosing a majority of the texts published after 2010 should enable us to get a sense of how 

leading Irish authors look at the most fundamental issues of human interaction. 

 
 

CONTENT: 

 
First week: 

(1) Doireann Ni Ghriofa A Ghost in the Throat (2019): neurotic, creative mother 

(2) Patrick McCabe: The Butcher Boy (1992): psychotic mother-child relation 

(3) Kevin Barry’s City of Bohane (2011): perverse mother 

 

Second week: 

Different forms of resilience in 

(1) Mary Morrissy’s “Miss Ireland” (from the collection Prosperity Lane, 2016) subtly deals with 

the problems of the mother and baby homes in Ireland; Roisin O’Donnell’s “Infinite 

Landscapes” (from the collection Wild Quiet, 2016): highlights how immigrant mothers & 

daughters deal with different cultures 

(2) Lucy Caldwell’s “Through the Wardrobe” and “Inextinguishable” (from Multitudes, 2016) 

deal with LGTBQ+ matters and with surviving a death; “Jars of Clay” and “All the People Were 

Mean and Bad” (from Intimacies, 2021) looks at questions about abortion and the challenges of 

exhaustion 

(3) In Enright’s “Caravan” (from “Taking Pictures” 2008) & “Nightswim” (The New Yorker, 

2020) mothers struggle with a dark unconscious 

 

Optional: 

- Deirdre Madden’s Authenticity (2002): neurotic mother (dead but inspiring) 

- Doyle The Woman Who Walked Into Doors (1997): abused & abusing mother 

- all other short stories by Morrissy, O’Donnell, Caldwell & Enright 
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CRITÉRIOS DE AVALIAÇÃO: 
- Participação nos debates gerados pelos textos críticos, literários e artísticos: 15% 

- apresentação de seminários de forma presencial: 15% 

- trabalho final: 70% (Peso 2) 

 

FREQUÊNCIA: 75% nas aulas presenciais 

 

CONCEITOS DE AVALIAÇÃO: A= Excelente, com direito a crédito; 

B= Bom, com direito a crédito; 

C= regular, com direito a crédito; 
D= Reprovado, sem direito a crédito 

OBSERVAÇÕES: 

 

- As aulas serão ministradas em inglês e com leituras de textos em inglês. 

 

O curso será ministrado nas segunda, terça, quartas e quintas-feiras das 14h às 18h no 

segundo semestre 2023  (mês de setembro). 


